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**********Draft Syllabus********
H-433 Readings in Christian Spirituality

Summer session 2010 :  June 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 24      9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Instructor:  Ken Sawyer       
947.6304    ksawyer@mccormick.edu
Required course textbook:  

Evan D. Howard. Brazos Introduction to Christian Spirituality. Brazos Press, 2008.
Recommended but not required:

Alister E. McGrath. Christian Spirituality: An Introduction. Wiley-Blackwell, 1999.
[Please purchase your texts from your local bookstore, or, if you must, from an online megavendor] In your preparation for this class, be certain to explore the bibliography in your texts, and please make your way to the reference section of your library. What section of the library do you find most sources in spirituality? Which printed reference sources look promising to you?
Given the format of this course, all participants are expected to have read the textbook and to have made substantial progress on the readings for class before the class begins. Come to class ready to talk about the readings and the topics. Since this is an intensive class, please clear your schedules so that you can study and rest as intensively as you attend class!
We will also be making use of the excellent contemporary journal Spiritus, published by the Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality, and available at the JKM library (and available online through the University of Chicago databases), materials presented by denominations, and other sources. We will be able to incorporate specific writers/writings depending on the composition and preferences of the class. Please note the online sources, listed throughout this syllabus.

An essential source for the contemporary study of spirituality is the series Classics of Western Spirituality, published by Paulist Press. This series now lists over 150 titles drawn from the Abrahamic traditions.
Course goals and objectives:

1. to introduce participants to the broad traditions of spirituality with primary focus on Western Christianity;
2. to introduce primary texts;

3. to introduce methods in the study of spirituality

4. to encourage participants to identify resources for their own articulation of spiritual traditions within Christianity
5. to identify online and printed primary and secondary sources related to the study of Christian spirituality and to gather/post these sources online
6. to read and discuss several primary texts

7. to define forty terms and identify forty persons in the history of Western Christian spirituality (this will be shockingly easy!)
8. to compile a selection of readings/quotations for your use, or for teaching others in congregational setting
9. to make use of online discussion groups
Course expectations:
1. full participation in readings, discussions, and research

2. presenting texts in class

3. a research paper (no longer than 15 pages) on a topic in Christian spirituality, due before August 1, 2010. 

4. contributing an annotated bibliography of 25 sources you have discovered in this course 
5. a reading journal of assessment/engagement with the primary readings

6. A critical review of the textbook

7. participation in online discussion groups 

This course is brief and ambitious. While we will not presume more than a brief overview of the rich spiritual traditions of Western Christianity, the design of this class is to introduce sources and methods to help contemporary readers to identify, approach, and engage Christian spiritual traditions. This is a history of an experiential tradition. We will pursue this course acknowledging as Protestants with decidedly ecumenical commitments. We will explore and discuss various forms of Christian faithful practice. 

During our brief weeks together, we will also have opportunity to view and discuss the depiction of Christian sanctity in several films. 
One option the class may select is to gather online for 60 minutes in the evening as part of the required contact hours for the course.

Course Outline:

Day One: Monday, June 14


Monday morning:  introduction and overview



     The study of spirituality in the Western Christian traditions


                 Periods, commas, and ellipses in the study of Christian spirituality



     Approaching Nicaea:





Ignatius of Antioch







  (pick any of the letters of Ignatius of Antioch)





Didache

      
 Didache





The Shepherd of Hermas  
 Shepherd of Hermas






Martydom of Polycarp  
Martyrdom of Polycarp





Odes of Solomon

Odes of Solomon





              


(browse!)





Gnostic materials

Gospel of Thomas








or         Apocryphon of John
Orienting question: what is the nature of Christian practice and community?
Day Two: Tuesday, June 15:       
Perpetua

Acts of Perpetua and Felicitas
Irenaeus

Against Heresies III.21
Tertullian 

“To his Wife”




Hippolytus 

The Apostolic Tradition  

Orienting question: What is the nature of Christian witness? 
Here are some great early church online sources:


 Biblical Studies Resource Page http://www.torreys.org/bible

The Perseus Project    http://www.perseus.tufts.edu 

The Christian Classics Ethereal Library http://www.ccel.org
Women and Gender in the Ancient World http://www.stoa.org/diotima/
The Ecole Initiative: Glossary and Images  http://www2.evansville.edu/ecoleweb/
The Catholic Encyclopedia http://www.newadvent.org/cathen
Internet History Sourcebook Project http://www.fordham.edu/halsall
Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org      link to critical discussions on Wiki and  here
Orthodox sources at http://www.monachos.net
The Holy Fathers at http://theholyfathers.org
As you have noted, we are relying on the excellent site Early Christian Writings at http://www.earlychristianwritings.com , though many of the texts we are using are available elsewhere…
Day Three: Wednesday, June 16  The Literature of Monasticism
origins and orientations of monastic Christianity

Athanasius: Life of Antony (read first dozen paragraphs)




John Cassian  Conferences       

      (read several, but include Conference 19)




Macarius   (pick any 4 homilies)      

Benedict    Rule




Augustine
Confessions, book viii, and  book ix


                                                (Outler translation)

Orienting questions: What are the purposes of the ascetic life?


        What are the normative patterns of the ascetic life?

Viewing Simon of the Desert

 Day Four: Thursday, June 17: 
Time in the library: What about the Library? The reference collection and the regular collection? Why are the best reference works not available online? What section of the library do you find most sources in spirituality? Which printed REFERENCE sources look promising to you? 

Question:
 How is spirituality imaged/presented/promoted by institutional and by individuals?
http://www.pcusa.org/spiritualformation/
http://www.worship.ca/sec6.html
http://www.pcusa.org/spiritualformation/hungryhearts/index.htm
http://reformed-spirituality.blogspot.com/
Presbyterian Benedictine connections www.GraceUnlimited.net
http://podunkpomo.wordpress.com/2008/09/25/jesus-brand-spirituality-pt-4/
 http://www.warc.ch/pc/rw943/05.html
http://tallskinnykiwi.typepad.com/tallskinnykiwi/emerging_church/index.html
Reading the Fathers and Mothers




Benedicta Ward, editor



The Cyberdesert



Celtic spiritual traditions



Carthusians   letter of Bruno         

Cistercians    
Bernard  Sermons on the Song of Songs 2, 3, 4, 8                             
Cistercian link
Francis of Assisi Canticles

Orienting questions: How do these sources illustrate different ways of relating individual experience and ecclesial life? How are these individuals portrayed? 

Day Five: Monday, June 21



Viewing Into Great Silence
Day Six: Tuesday, June 22
From Anchoresses to the Devotio Moderna




Hildegard of Bingen  selections




Julian of Norwich Revelations of Divine Love




Of Beguines and Beghards





Thomas a’Kempis Imitation Book 1
Erasmus    Enchiridion (esp. last chapts)
Orienting question: how do these sources relate interiority to life in the world?

Toward the Reformation





Luther
Freedom of the Christian
Day Seven: Wednesday, June 23
Calvin        Institutes III.6-10



[Note: McNeil/Battles scanned document]




Katherine Zell         scanned document




Scots Confession and Heidelberg Catechism




Teresa of Avila   The Interior Castle
selections




Ignatius of Loyola   Spiritual Exercises
Orienting questions: Is there a distinctive Reformation spirituality? A distinctive Protestant spirituality? How would you describe a distinctly Reformed spirituality? A distinctly Anabaptist spirituality? A distinctly Roman Catholic Reformation spirituality?
Article by Joel C. Lewton
“Reformed Spirituality”


Puritanism, Pietism, and Catholic renewal literature




Lewis Bayly   The Practice of Piety




Richard Sibbes The Spiritual Jubilee




Brother Lawrence Practice of the Presence of God



At:   http://www.ccel.org/ccel/lawrence/practice.titlepage.html
                                                Anne Bradstreet
Poems






Encyclopedia Puritannica Project






Puritan sources: Fire and Ice
Orienting questions: 

What are some of the characteristics of these word-borne spiritualities 


Day Eight: Thursday, June 24

Into the Modern Era



Phoebe Palmer The Way of Holiness (read a few chapters)


Amanda Berry Smith  Autobiography chapter 7 “The Blessing”
Dorothy Day and the Catholic Worker movement (scanned document)


Simone Weil or Martin Luther King or Thomas Merton or 
Caryll Houselander or Howard Thurman or…


Andrew Murray  Abide in Christ  (read a few chapters)


Marilynn Robinson  scanned  document “Psalm Eight”

Marjorie Thompson scanned section of Soul Feast 


William P. Young. Chapter one of The Shack at: http://theshackbook.com/pages/page13.html
